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<SPAN class=font0 style=" line-height:16.9pt;">less than 10000 at Vladivostok together, that is to say about,<BR>120000 in the Far East The Siberian Railway was in a<BR>very bad condition, and it was' thought in Tokio, that it would<BR>not be easy for Russia to bring up large reinforcements very<BR>quickly. Japan had at present over 250000 well trained sol- <BR>diers in, readiness and in case of need, could easily call out<BR>at least another 250 000 Reserves who had gone through the<BR>drill of the army. The War would very likely begin with a<BR>great Naval Fight some where between .Chemiulpho and Mok-<BR>pho, besides Japan would very likely land at once a large force<BR>in Korea and march on to Manchuria. It was of course im- <BR>possible for any one to foretell the result of ithe great fight, but<BR>in Japan people were conscious that it was a fight for existence<BR>and every one would fight with zeal, and not shrink fromi any<BR>sacrifice.</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font0 style=" line-height:16.9pt;">To my question, when the war was likely to commence, the<BR>Minister said that he would not be surprised at any moment,<BR>but most likely before six weeks.</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font0 style=" line-height:16.9pt;">Viscount Hayashi fully agreed with me in the opinion that<BR>the war would remain absoluteley localized, and that neither<BR>France or any other country would assist Russia, so that the<BR>possibility that England might get through her Alliance with<BR>Japan implicated is quite out of the question.</SPAN><BR>
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<SPAN class=font0 style=" line-height:16.9pt;">Wie in die-sem Brief auch Erwahnung getan ist, hatte Graf<BR>Hayashi bei meiner Unterredung mit ihm am 23. Dezember 1903<BR>auf meine Frage, zu welchem Zeitpunkt voraus&pound;ichtlich offene<BR>Feindseligkeiten zwischen Rufiland und Japan ausbrechen wiirden,,</SPAN><BR>
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